
Control Article: 

See Why Gun manufacturers are on my mind! 
Gun manufacturers and sellers have been outpacing the S&P 500 Total Return 
Year-To-Date as of 09/30/2018, but can it continue, or will it fall off?   

Using publicly traded stocks to isolate guns can be hard, but by using 6 stocks 
that are all impacted by the sale or manufacturing of guns we can create a pretty 
good proxy.  I have found that if you invested equally across these six stocks at 
the beginning of the year you would be ahead of the S&P 500 TR as of 
09/30/2018*: 

·         American Outdoor Brands Corp 

·         Dick’s Sporting Goods Inc 

·         Lockheed Martin Corp 

·         Olin Corp 

·         Sturm Ruger & Co. Inc 

·         Vista Outdoor Inc 

When I consider guns, I think about the fact that the fiscal 2018 department of 
defense has set the stage for higher spending.  While the day to day consumer is a 
large player in the guns industry, another large purchaser is the US 
government.  Couple that with loosened international sales regulations and now 
we have multiple governments in the gun buying business.  This bodes well for 
stocks like Lockheed Martin and Sturm Ruger & Co. Inc.. Couple all of this with 
international tensions from trade wars, Iran, and North Korea and I can see the 
general-public joining this bull parade as well.   

However, even with all the catalysts I have my doubts.  With Donald Trump as 
President it is less likely that any strict gun controls will take place, and while 
this may seem like a good thing for gun companies, it is not.  When Obama was in 
office and the threat of gun control loomed, gun customers would frequently 
make their purchases, fearing that legislation may soon take that right 
away.  Currently, without that threat, gun customers can take their time, 
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prudently save for a gun, and may ultimately decide that they’re currently 
satisfied with what they have and put that money towards a vacation instead.   

With the midterm elections around the corner, our gun stock proxy is sure to 
have plenty of volatility. Some of the stocks may enjoy more Republicans coming 
into office while others may not.  That is why it is always important to maintain a 
highly diversified portfolio.  Holding more than six stocks is wise and 
prudent.  You may have a really good feeling about one, even the proxy itself, but 
any number of things may be different than your forecast, and ultimately, a 
concentrated holding like this proxy would create risk that overwise could have 
been diversified away.   

It is important to remember that the stock market is efficient.  Everyone is privy 
to the finances of the companies and are aware of its future earnings 
potential.  That makes outperforming the market a difficult task as even if a 
company makes money it won’t necessarily go up in market value.  Making a 
purchase of a stock should be done within predetermined holdings limits inside a 
portfolio.  With a savings objective in mind and an awareness of the risk you are 
willing to take.  If you are interested in working with a financial advisor, please 
call or subscribe to our newsletter.  We’ll provide common sense approaches, 
with intelligent tax savings strategies to hopefully reach your goals.   

*stocks have risk and are not guaranteed.  Past performance is not a guarantee of 
future results. 

P.S. Thank you clicking on our Facebook ad.  The ad has taken you to our control 
ad which has been generated to compare against divisive marketing.  You may 
have seen that Nike has chosen Colin Kaepernick as the face of their 
company.  With so many company CEO’s taking political stances and Nike 
choosing to make it the face of their company, we decided to do a test and find 
out if divisive marketing is working or not.  We will be publishing the results 
soon in our next newsletter.  Please subscribe below if you would like our 
newsletter and to see the results.  You can check out our “Liberal” and 
“Conservative” pages to view our alternative versions of this ad.  Thank you and 
call Mark VanderPol at 616-942-1600 with any questions or comments.   

  



Liberal Article: 

Colin Kaepernick is my Hero! See why Gun 
Manufacturers are on my mind! 
Recently, Nike made Colin Kaepernick the face of their brand.  A statement from 
corporate America that solidifies Colin’s impact on America.  While the NFL has 
tried to hide it and sweep his voice under a rug, or worse, say that he is 
disrespecting the military, America has seen and felt the TRUTH.  Americans all 
over the country have come together to recognize that African Americans and 
minorities have been systemically put down, neglected, and oppressed.  People of 
color have been, and will continue to be, abused and held down by the chains of 
society unless we make our voice heard.  Make our position heard, join the 
players in the NFL, like Colin Kaepernick, who so bravely first took a knee, during 
the National Anthem.  Peacefully, present your view, America is not right, but we 
can fix it.  We can work with our local police departments, politicians, and banks 
to create a system of equality and fairness.  One that doesn’t judge us by the color 
of our skin, but by our actions.   

As I look at our movement, our moment, I can’t help but think of the changes we 
will bring.  Not only will we cut loose from the institutional bondage, but we’ll 
create a society with common sense regulation.  A place where our children can 
go to school without the fear of being shot at.  A place where we can recognize 
that a “no-finger-print” finish isn’t for rust erosion, but for murder.  Where 
silencers are not being used to replace ear protection, but for murder.  And 
where AR 15s are not being used for deer hunting, but for murder.  The TRUTH 
cannot be ignored, and it cannot be denied.  We will bring about the TRUTH, one 
that supports and protects ALL of Us.      

When I look at the following six stocks I get sick: 

·         American Outdoor Brands Corp 

·         Dick’s Sporting Goods Inc 

·         Lockheed Martin Corp 

·         Olin Corp 

·         Sturm Ruger & Co. Inc 
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·         Vista Outdoor Inc 

They either sell or manufacture guns.  If you invested in each of them equally for 
the last year (as of 10/01/2018) their standard deviation, risk level, has been 
higher than the S&P 500.  I imagine they can feel the wave of TRUTH coming 
their way! 

Thank you clicking on our Facebook ad.  This has been a test of divisive 
marketing and you have landed on our “Liberal” page.  We decided to test this 
marketing technique and report on it after seeing Nike choose Colin Kaepernick 
as the face of their company. We will be writing a newsletter on the impact of 
divisive marketing this month and the results of this ad campaign will be 
featured in it.  Feel free to subscribe to the newsletter below, check out the 
“Conservative” page for their version of the ad, and check the rest of our website 
for our actual stance on investments and advice.  Thank you again, and while the 
above news may or may not be my position, I would like to clarify that I would 
not simply invest only in those six stocks (or short them) and that past 
performance is not a guarantee of future results.  Always speak with your 
financial advisor before making an investment decision, and please call if you 
have any questions or would like to get started at VPI today.   
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Conservative Article: 

Colin Kaepernick Needs to Grow Up! See why 
Gun Manufacturers are on my mind! 
Taking a knee during the national anthem doesn’t make you a hero, it insults the 
very soil he stands upon.  The good people in the US military didn’t serve so he 
could play games, get paid millions of dollars, and then disrespect the institutions 
that provided him the opportunity.  Now he’s the face of Nike.  “Believe in 
something. Even if it means sacrificing everything.” The ad says.  Well, I believe 
he can take a hike to Canada if he doesn’t like what we have here for him.   

Colin Kaepernick thinks he is the victim of discrimination, whereas society has 
been positively discriminating for years.  The University of Michigan has been 
doing affirmative action for years now, but is there a, “thank you” or any kind of 
gratefulness, not from Colin.  And what is affirmative action, it is an action or 
policy favoring those who tend to suffer from discrimination, especially in 
relation to employment or education; positive discrimination.   

Now we need to talk about police brutality, police brutality has been all over the 
news in the last year and I’ve had enough.  All day, every day, police officers and 
federal agents are forced to consider if they are there to serve or protect? They 
are faced with constantly making split second decisions and must assess a 
situation in the moment.  Given the constant mental drain I feel throughout my 
weekly routine I can only imagine the kind of stamina they need to constantly 
asses dangerous situations.  Then we take the footage from 5 minutes of their 
3,600,000-minute career when some disrespecting jerk shows up and messes 
with them.  Yes, some mistakes have been made, but to take such a small sample 
size and apply it to everyone who serves is a childish act.  Assuming we can hire 
all angels for every position is unrealistic, ideological, and just plain fantasy.  The 
day-to-day police brutality Colin knelt for is a joke, and just one more reason why 
I have felt good on six stocks that make or sell weapons.   

If you invested equally in: 

·         American Outdoor Brands Corp 

·         Dick’s Sporting Goods Inc 

·         Lockheed Martin Corp 
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·         Olin Corp 

·         Sturm Ruger & Co. Inc 

·         Vista Outdoor Inc 

At the beginning of the year you would be ahead of the S&P 500 and Dow Jones 
Industrial Average as of 09/30/2018.  Will this trend continue?  What do you 
think? 

Thank you clicking on our Facebook ad.  This has been a test of divisive 
marketing and you have landed on our “Conservative 2” page.  We decided to test 
this marketing technique and report on it after seeing Nike choose Colin 
Kaepernick as the face of their company. We will be writing a newsletter on the 
impact of divisive marketing this month and the results of this ad campaign will 
be featured in it.  Feel free to subscribe to the newsletter below, check out the 
“Liberal” page for their version of the ad, and check the rest of our website for 
our actual stance on investments and advice.  Thank you again, and while the 
above news may or may not be my position, I would like to clarify that I would 
not simply invest only in those six stocks and that past performance is not a 
guarantee of future results.  Always speak with your financial advisor before 
making an investment decision, and please call if you have any questions or 
would like to get started at VPI today.   
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